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Senate Bill 5768 takes a step toward a long-term sclution in
that it would alter existing lccal planning and zoning
restrictions to permit the placement of manufactured housing in
districts where it would be compatible with, and comparable in
value to, existing or developing housing. Without commenting on
the merits of the parvicular bill, we favor the approach taxen in
Senate Bill 5768, to the extent i% reduces current government
restrictions on the availability cf mobile home spaces and thus
increases theixr supply.

We believe that Senate Bill 5076, which creates a commission
compcsed of state and local officials to study ways to increase
the availability of land for the development of mozile home
parks, alsoc has the potential to effect useful change.11 The
commission’s charge would be to study the operation of parks and
to recommend provisions designed to (1) increase compexition
among mobile home parks, (2) increase the supply of land
availakle for mecbile home parks, and (3) adéress the problems of
cost increases for these parks. To the extent the
recommendations succeed in reducing governmental impediments to
competition and supprly, Senate 3111 5076 is more lixely to effect
a long-term sclution. Rent ccntzrol, even in the relatively
modest form contemblated by Senate Bill 5601, has the potential
to chstruct a long-term soluticn.

In conclusion, we urge the Legislature to remove market
impediments that now constrain the supply cf mobile hcme
spaces. We urge against contributing to whatever problems
already exist by enacting rent ccntrol and thus reducing supply.
Serate Bill 5076 would facilitate finding a long-term sclution

invelving a minimum c¢ost to both taxpayers and mobile home
residents.

11 senate Bill 5076 mentions the possibility of a subsidy and
this is not a featuze of the bill we endorse. We also note a
minor drafting difficulty with Section 3(1)(c) of Senate Bill
5076. This provision now reads, in part, "Solve the problem of
continual increases in mobile home rental spaces. . . ." We
Telieve the provision was intended to read "Solve the problem of
centinual increases in costs for mobile home rental spaces. . . ."
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We are grateful for this opportunity to present our views
and hope they will be of assistance to the Legislaturae

Sincerely,
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Richard 0. Zerbke, Jr.
Zconomist
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Regional Director
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